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THREE GENERATIONS TO OPEN NEW FAMILY CENTRE

West End residents celebrate £1.5 million Nunsmoor Centre
Three generations of a Newcastle family will take centre stage on Friday as residents of the city’s West End celebrate the completion of the new £1.5 million Nunsmoor Centre.
West End grandmother Meg McCrudden will be joined by son David and grandson Andy as guests of honour at a special event offering a sneak preview of the purpose-built new family centre.

“Local people have been the driving force behind this fantastic new facility, so it makes perfect sense that it should opened by local residents rather than a celebrity,” said project manager Michael Toner.
“It’s backed by six funders including New Deal for Communities, Sure Start, Newcastle City Council and Europe, but the community played a key role in making it happen.”
Set in recently refurbished Nunsmoor Park, the centre has helped West End residents since the 1970s, and the McCruddens are one of many local families who have used it for three generations.

“I used to walk all the way here from Scotswood when I was supposed to be running errands for my Dad,” said Meg, 45. “If the kids are at Nunsmoor, you know where they are – it’s like a big family.”

“When I first came here it was called the adventure play park – it was just a tyre swing, lumps of wood painted different colours and rusty nails. Local people built it themselves – that was what it was like.”
It’s a far cry from all that today, with a stylish new building housing childcare and play facilities as well as an ICT suite and other learning opportunities for adults.
And Meg’s son David, 24, who has used the centre all his life, is looking forward to seeing six year-old nephew Andy enjoy the plush new facilities:

“This place is so important to me and my family - it’s moulded my whole life. I’ve got some amazing memories. It was a big deal turning five so you could come here.

“It encouraged me to be an honest, hardworking person. I remember getting called into the office and it always meant one of two things – either you were going on a trip or you were in trouble! 

“I still miss the old building - it had a nice community feel about it. I hope the new one can be like that for Andy too. 

“At the end of the day it’s somewhere for families to make a better life for themselves. There’s not many people in the West End who haven’t been to Nunsmoor.”

The new centre is backed by the Friends of Nunsmoor Park and funded by Newcastle New Deal for Communities, Sure Start, the European Regional Development Fund and Newcastle City Council, as well as the Neighbourhood Renewal Fund and Preparing for Change. 
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Further information about this release is available from Ben Landon at Newcastle New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2879.

Notes to editors

· Local people developed an adventure playground on the site in the early seventies.

· The first building followed in the late seventies, and was extended in 1980.

· The previous building was demolished in 2004, to make room for the new purpose-built centre. The old centre had over 1000 users registered and simply couldn’t cope with demand.

· Facilities include an activities hall, play area and childcare facilities as well as community leisure and learning opportunities such as an ICT suite.

· The ‘sneak preview’ event takes place on Friday 1 December, 3.30 – 7pm, including children’s entertainers, face painting and more.

· Organisers expect to start offering services from the new centre early in the New Year.

Building the new West End

A bit about Newcastle New Deal for Communities

A transformation is underway in the West End of Newcastle. New projects are helping to crack down on crime, improve our schools and create jobs for local people; other schemes are tackling health issues, improving our homes and making the area more attractive.

It’s all part of Newcastle New Deal for Communities – an ambitious Government-funded community-led programme which is changing the face of the West End.

But this is no ordinary Government programme. At the heart of New Deal for Communities you will find local residents taking the lead in changing our community’s life for the better. Building the future in Arthur’s Hill, Cruddas Park, Rye Hill and Elswick.

Extra police and neighbourhood wardens have helped to cut crime by over a fifth since New Deal started work in 2000.

Schemes like Workfinder and At Work have helped over 1000 residents into jobs, with new projects like Shop for Jobs and Newcastle Home Care Associates set to offer more job opportunities.  

Over 2000 West End homes have benefited from improvements, the number of boarded-up private properties in the area has reduced from over 100 to just a handful – and ambitious plans are in the pipeline for refurbishment of  Cruddas Park.

And a £500,000 makeover of Nunsmoor Park has been followed by the transformation of nearby Elswick Park, set to reopen early in the new year.

Health schemes like the Hat-Trick project are helping residents towards a healthier lifestyle, and tackling the cause of ill health.
Meanwhile, education projects like Planet Plus, which helps young people get back into education, are helping to raise standards.

New Deal for Communities belongs to local people – and everyone has their part to play in making our area a better place to live. To find out how you can help to build the West End of the future, contact New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2888.

