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TITLE:
MAKEOVER UNDERWAY FOR WEST END STREETS

Contractors start on ten-year transformation project
Over 2,500 homes in Newcastle could be set for a facelift through a ten-year regeneration scheme now getting underway in the city’s West End.

Backed by Newcastle New Deal for Communities and Bridging NewcastleGateshead, the scheme is already transforming streets in the Arthur’s Hill and Wingrove areas, with 181 homes in the first phase set for completion by the end of the year.

“These are the first steps in a major transformation for the area,” said Christine Cunningham of Newcastle City Council, which is leading the implementation of the scheme. “We’re renewing walls and railings, taking care to provide what each street needs rather than imposing a one-size-fits-all solution.” 

“We have focused the first phase on the streets where we can make the biggest impact, but hope to give a facelift to over 2,500 privately owned homes in Arthur’s Hill, Elswick Triangle and Wingrove over ten years. It’s already making a big difference.”
Project staff are taking care to respect the distinctive character of the area’s Victorian and Edwardian streets, to the extent of commissioning exact replicas of an original door canopy design made from traditional wood and slate.
Residents of Croydon Road, one of the first streets to undergo a facelift through the scheme, have welcomed the improvements:
“I’ve lived on Croydon Road for over 25 years, and this really is making it a better place for my family,” said local grandfather Abdul Mozid. “It’s a good community round here, and this will give the area a real lift.”

The scheme, which could eventually attract as much as £20 million for the area over ten years, is the latest in a string of major projects that will breathe new life into the city’s West End, including the Scotswood Housing Expo, Excelsior City Academy school and ambitious plans for redevelopment of Cruddas Park.
To find out more about the project, contact Graham Nisbet on 0191 277 7863 or visit www.newcastlendc.co.uk. 
MAIN TEXT ENDS

Further information about this release is available from Ben Landon at Newcastle New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2879.
Building the new West End

A bit about Newcastle New Deal for Communities

A transformation is underway in the West End of Newcastle. New projects are helping to crack down on crime, improve our schools and create jobs for local people; other schemes are tackling health issues, improving our homes and making the area more attractive.

It’s all part of Newcastle New Deal for Communities – an ambitious Government-funded community-led programme which is changing the face of the West End.

But this is no ordinary Government programme. At the heart of New Deal for Communities you will find local residents taking the lead in changing our community’s life for the better. Building the future in Arthur’s Hill, Cruddas Park, Rye Hill and Elswick.

Extra police and neighbourhood wardens have helped to cut crime by over a fifth since New Deal started work in 2000.

A string of employment schemes have helped over 1000 residents into jobs, with new projects like Shop for Jobs and Newcastle Home Care Associates set to offer more job opportunities.  

Over 2000 West End homes have benefited from improvements, with a major facelift now underway through the Neighbourhood Renewal Area in Arthur’s Hill and Elswick Triangle, as well as the neighbouring Wingrove terraces.

These improvements follow successful housing projects which reduced the number of boarded-up private properties in the area has reduced from over 100 to just a handful, while ambitious plans are in the pipeline for refurbishment of  Cruddas Park.

Improvements to Nunsmoor Park have been followed by a £680,000 transformation of nearby Elswick Park, now nearing completion.
Health schemes like the Hat-Trick project are helping residents towards a healthier lifestyle, and tackling the cause of ill health.
Meanwhile, education projects like Planet Plus, which helps young people get back into education, are helping to raise attainment standards.

New Deal for Communities belongs to local people – and everyone has their part to play in making our area a better place to live. To find out how you can help to build the West End of the future, contact New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2888.

