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New chapter for historic library building
An historic library building is set to be transformed into a 21st Century hub for its community – thanks to a major new investment from New Deal for Communities. 

The Stephenson Building, on Elswick Road, became Newcastle’s first public library when it was donated to the city in 1896.  

Now home to the popular West End Women & Girls project, it’s poised for a major redevelopment, with phase one set to start this later this year at a cost of £620,000. 

The building, which will be known as the Community’s Heart, will feature an extra floor above the existing annex, while its ground-floor crèche will expand to 26 places. 

Training and office space will be created on the first floor and the work will make it possible to offer a new range of community services.

Provided that funding can be obtained, a second phase in 2010 will refurbish the main building to enable new groups to move in – offering things like computer training, catering classes, sports activities and performing arts.
Funded by the City Council and Included Communities as well as New Deal, the project is good news for local people, says centre coordinator Huffty:

“This will transform the building into a bright, modern, welcoming place to support local residents for years to come. Now our services can grow and expand - giving the community what it wants and building on 27 years of success.”

The redevelopment signals an exciting new chapter in the history of the eponymous building, which was gifted to the community by industrialist Sir William Haswell Stephenson, a former Mayor of Newcastle, in 1896. 

It still bears the inscription ‘Stephenson Library’ in stonework above the main doorway and the building’s west end features a tower with a turret roof.  

Users of the centre were consulted about the plans in 2003 and again in 2005, when plans and models were shown at a community event. 

With work set to start later this year, New Deal’s Sandra English welcomed the project’s progress:

“After a lot of hard work, we have secured the funds to start phase one of the scheme – and our million-pound application for stage two is well advanced.

“Working with the City Council, we aim to secure this building as a local asset – owned and managed by the community it serves. It’s great news for the West End.”
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Further information about this release is available from James Plater at Newcastle New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2833.

Building the new West End

A bit about Newcastle New Deal for Communities

A transformation is underway in the West End of Newcastle. New projects are helping to crack down on crime, improve our schools and create jobs for local people; other schemes are tackling health issues, improving our homes and making the area more attractive.

It’s all part of Newcastle New Deal for Communities – an ambitious Government-funded community-led programme which is changing the face of the West End.

But this is no ordinary Government programme. At the heart of New Deal for Communities you will find local residents taking the lead in changing our community’s life for the better. Building the future in Arthur’s Hill, Cruddas Park, Rye Hill and Elswick.

Extra police and neighbourhood wardens have helped to cut crime since New Deal started work in 2000.

A string of employment schemes have helped over 1000 residents into jobs, with new projects like Shop for Jobs and Newcastle Home Care Associates set to offer more job opportunities.  

Over 2000 West End homes have benefited from improvements, with a major facelift now underway through the Neighbourhood Renewal Area in Arthur’s Hill and Elswick Triangle, as well as the neighbouring Wingrove terraces.

These improvements follow successful housing projects which reduced the number of boarded-up private properties in the area has reduced from over 100 to just a handful, while ambitious plans are in the pipeline for refurbishment of  Cruddas Park.

Improvements to Nunsmoor Park have been followed by a £680,000 transformation of nearby Elswick Park, which is now complete..

Health schemes like the Hat-Trick project are helping residents towards a healthier lifestyle, and tackling the cause of ill health.

Meanwhile, education projects like Planet Plus, which helps young people get back into education, are helping to raise attainment standards.

New Deal for Communities belongs to local people – and everyone has their part to play in making our area a better place to live. To find out how you can help to build the West End of the future, contact New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2888. 












