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Government grant will pay for second phase of work
A scheme to transform what was Newcastle’s first public library has been boosted by a £1m Government grant. 
The Stephenson Building on Elswick Road is already poised for a £620,000 makeover, thanks to funding from New Deal for Communities, the City Council and Included Communities.   

Now the Government’s Community Assets programme has awarded a further £1m ‘in principle’ to pay for a second phase of work in 2010. 
The programme, funded by the Office of the Third Sector and delivered by the Big Lottery Fund, offers grants to refurbish local authority buildings for transfer to the voluntary and community sector. 
And the Stephenson Building, which will be known as the Community’s Heart, is one of 37 projects from across England to benefit.  
Sandra English of West End Women and Girls Centre, said: “Everyone involved with the funding bid is delighted to have secured the grant after many years of planning – it’s a triumph! 

“We’ve been working in partnership with Newcastle City Council to secure this building as a local asset, owned and managed by the community it serves and the plan now is to ensure sustainability so the revamped building can thrive.
“This project will bring the building into the 21st Century and provide better facilities for West End Women & Girls, who have run a considerable number of valuable services from their home here for 27 years.      

 “The new and improved centre will help to revitalise this community.” 
Once refurbished, the building will be used as a base for the organisation to provide education, training and enterprise programmes, as well as providing support to the community.
The first phase of work will create an extra floor above the existing annex and expand the ground floor crèche to 26 places, when it begins later this year.     

And phase two will refurbish the main building, making room for a new range of services for the whole community, all under the governance of the successful West End Women & Girls project. 

Tony McKenna, Head of Leisure Services at the City Council, said: “This is an exciting period for the West End Women and Girls Centre and an important step in our partnerships with the community and a very successful voluntary organisation.
“The grant which has been secured will enable the project to do even more for the community and help to make the West End a better place to live.  

“It’s particularly exciting to have such a project immediately next to the newly-refurbished Elswick Park, which was also funded by New Deal for Communities, and this summer will see further improvements with the addition of a modern fitness suite at Elswick Pool. Adding this to the package will give residents first class facilities for both community and leisure activities.” 

The Community Assets grant is dependent on the approval of a more detailed capital development plan, to be submitted within six months.   

CAPTION: Four generations of a family celebrate the announcement: (left to right) Angela Smith, 48; Carley Smith, 24, with daughter Ellie, 2; Chanice Smith, 8; and Margaret Robinson, 69, with project coordinator Huffty. 
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Further information about this release is available from James Plater at Newcastle New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2833.

Building the new West End

A bit about Newcastle New Deal for Communities

A transformation is underway in the West End of Newcastle. New projects are helping to crack down on crime, improve our schools and create jobs for local people; other schemes are tackling health issues, improving our homes and making the area more attractive.

It’s all part of Newcastle New Deal for Communities – an ambitious Government-funded community-led programme which is changing the face of the West End.

But this is no ordinary Government programme. At the heart of New Deal for Communities you will find local residents taking the lead in changing our community’s life for the better. Building the future in Arthur’s Hill, Cruddas Park, Rye Hill and Elswick.

Extra police and neighbourhood wardens have helped to cut crime since New Deal started work in 2000.

A string of employment schemes have helped over 1000 residents into jobs, with new projects like Shop for Jobs and Newcastle Home Care Associates set to offer more job opportunities.  

Over 2000 West End homes have benefited from improvements, with a major facelift now underway through the Neighbourhood Renewal Area in Arthur’s Hill and Elswick Triangle, as well as the neighbouring Wingrove terraces.

These improvements follow successful housing projects which reduced the number of boarded-up private properties in the area has reduced from over 100 to just a handful, while ambitious plans are in the pipeline for refurbishment of  Cruddas Park.

Improvements to Nunsmoor Park have been followed by a £680,000 transformation of nearby Elswick Park, which is now complete..

Health schemes like the Hat-Trick project are helping residents towards a healthier lifestyle, and tackling the cause of ill health.

Meanwhile, education projects like Planet Plus, which helps young people get back into education, are helping to raise attainment standards.

New Deal for Communities belongs to local people – and everyone has their part to play in making our area a better place to live. To find out how you can help to build the West End of the future, contact New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2888. 












