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Funding boost for £97.4 million scheme
Ambitious plans to transform some of Tyneside’s most famous tower blocks moved a step closer to becoming reality this week, as a key partner confirmed its financial backing for the project.

Bridging NewcastleGateshead (BNG) Board members signalled their support for the regeneration of Cruddas Park with a decision to invest £8.95m in the first phase of the scheme at their meeting this week.

“We are committed to the regeneration of Cruddas Park as part of our ongoing programme to create great places to live across parts of NewcastleGateshead,” said Jim Coulter, Chair of Bridging NewcastleGateshead. “The exciting regeneration of Cruddas Park complements the ongoing work across the West End which is bringing transformational change to the area.”

The £97.4 million project, which won the endorsement of the Council’s Development Control Committee last month, will provide a classy new look both inside and outside the blocks as the estate receives its biggest revamp since it was built in the 1960s.

Key features include stylish entrance halls, public art and a new nature corridor, while new green measures may include a more efficient district heating system.
“This is a big step towards a better future for Cruddas Park,” said David Slater, Executive Director for Environment & Regeneration at Newcastle City Council. “The area will become a high quality place to live, with attractive options for both renting and buying, linked to the wider economic regeneration of the city.”

With funding now in place, the scheme is now awaiting a final decision on planning permission from the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government before work can get underway.
The scheme is backed by Newcastle City Council, Bridging NewcastleGateshead, Your Homes Newcastle and New Deal for Communities, as well as private sector partners Gentoo, Bellway Homes and Wates Living Space.
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New Cruddas Park: key facts

· Multimillion investment over six years

· Preliminary work started in April 2008

· Main project expected to start in late 2008

· Complete internal redevelopment of ten blocks

· A new look for all the blocks – including Cruddas Park House

· New features including a nature corridor, landscaped communal gardens, new footpaths and public art and better parking provision

· Five blocks kept as rented homes

· Opportunities to own your own home in five blocks

· Green measures, possibly including a more efficient district heating system
· Transformation of the shopping centre

· More choice in size of flats

· Backed by Newcastle City Council, Bridging NewcastleGateshead, Your Homes Newcastle and New Deal for Communities, as well as private sector partners Gentoo, Bellway Homes and Wates Living Space.

Further information about this release is available from Ben Landon at Newcastle New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2879.












