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Buzzing festival marks distinctive street’s rebirth
A colourful community festival celebrated an artistic revamp for one of Newcastle’s most popular local shopping streets this week. Residents have hailed the transformation of Stanhope Street after successful completion of a renewal scheme led by Centre West and Newcastle City Council.

Combining creative and colourful artwork with practical measures to tackle congestion, the £1.35 million initiative set out to build on the best features of the busy street at the heart of Arthur’s Hill.
“It’s always been a buzzing, friendly place and we wanted to make the most of that,” said Brian Hannah, Chair of Centre West (formerly New Deal for Communities). “As a local resident myself, I’m delighted that we have been able to combine exciting public art with things that help a busy street work more efficiently.”
The street now boasts stunning metal sculptures at its main junctions, while local people helped to inspire the vibrant banners now mounted on lampposts. New railings and planters were chosen with both style and practicality in mind – and even the litter bins carry a stylish Paisley design on their sides.
Residents are already enjoying two new ‘pocket parks’ as places to relax, chat and play. Based at the junction with Dilston Road, these areas boast stylish stone benches, alongside mosaics and other design features.

Meanwhile, practical steps to tackle congestion include better planning of parking bays and a giant zebra crossing, while eco-friendly paving and an improved road surface complete the new look.

“These changes are great for mums and kids,” said local mother Naseem Bashir, visiting the ‘pocket park’ with her four children. “It’s good for the children to have somewhere they can play safely near home. My daughter Hajirah keeps talking about ‘my lovely little park’ and is hoping activities can be organised there.

“I often have to cross Stanhope Street, as my in-laws live on the other side, and it’s much easier and safer now that the traffic has been slowed down,” she added.

Arthur’s Hill residents Stan and Katrina Ramsey also brought their five children along to see the new-look street:

“The whole area’s looking brilliant, a hundred per cent better,” said Stan. “I really like the whole concept for such a busy street.”

The changes are the latest in a string of improvements through Centre West, formerly known as New Deal for Communities. Over 2000 local homes have already been improved, while plans are taking shape for a landmark eco-friendly community building to support enterprise and training on the old West Road Fire Station site. To find out more about Centre West, visit www.centre-west.com. 
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After nine successful years as Newcastle New Deal for Communities, we have made a new start as Centre West. Working in Arthur’s Hill, Elswick, Rye Hill and Riverside Dene (formerly Cruddas Park),  New Deal helped to cut crime by almost half, improved over 2000 homes, and helped over 1300 people into jobs. 
A major facelift is underway through the Renewal Area scheme in Arthur’s Hill and Elswick Triangle, as well as the neighbouring Wingrove terraces. And a £1.35 million investment has brought a stunning artistic revamp for Stanhope Street, the heart of Arthur’s Hill.

Meanwhile, the £31 million first phase is making progress at Cruddas Park, now renamed for a new future as Riverside Dene.

Improvements to Elswick Park followed a major transformation of Nunsmoor Park, plus the development of the £1.5 million Nunsmoor Centre for families. Thousands of youngsters have learned new skills through the Hat-Trick Project, while a string of education projects have helped to improve attainment in our schools.

Most importantly, local people feel things are getting better. A recent Ipsos MORI opinion poll showed that 65% of local people feel that life in the area has improved through the New Deal programme.

We are making progress – but we are not finished yet. We want people in our area to have the same life chances as residents in more prosperous areas, and we know there is much more to do.

The launch of Centre West marks the start of a new approach, as a charitable company with a community vision. A new kind of organisation to keep the community in charge, and keep the changes coming even after our ten years of Government funding ends in 2010.

Led by local people, Centre West delivers the Government’s New Deal programme in an area centred around Elswick, including Arthur’s Hill, Rye Hill and Riverside Dene (formerly Cruddas Park).

To find out more about Centre West, contact us on 0191 277 2888 or visit www.centre-west.com. 
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