Community leads West End revival

It’s one of the North East’s most inspiring stories of recent years. From the Angel of the North to Newcastle’s Quayside, our region can boast many high profile regeneration successes, but none quite like Elswick in Newcastle’s West End.

This has been no ordinary renewal scheme. For the architects of this impressive revival have been none other than the West End’s own residents, leading a Government-funded New Deal for Communities programme.

“Take a look around our area and you can see the difference all around you,” said New Deal’s Chair Brian Hannah, a local resident himself. “Local people know the area’s needs better than anyone, so who better to take the lead in tackling them?

“Local residents are elected to sit side by side with our partners from organisations like the Police, NHS and Newcastle City Council, who play a key role in supporting the programme.
 “New Deal has made a big difference to life in our area, which includes Arthur’s Hill, Rye Hill and Cruddas Park, now renamed Riverside Dene.

“Uniquely among similar projects nationwide, we have met all five aims for improving the area. That means lower crime, more residents in jobs and better grades in schools. We’ve also impacted on health issues, upgraded thousands of homes and improved the environment.”

The results are there for all to see. Scroll back nine years and over 100 local homes were empty and boarded up, a magnet for crime and a blot on the landscape. New Deal invested in a housing project and now all but a handful are back in use.
A string of employment projects has helped over 1300 people into jobs, slashing the number of households having to get by on low incomes. And crime – once a major concern for local people – has almost halved:

“Crime was a big worry when we started, so we teamed up with Northumbria Police to set up our own local police team, alongside a range of community safety projects,” said Mr Hannah.
“As a result the crime rate is down by 46%. The West End is now a much safer place to live and work.”

“Most importantly, people can see the difference. A recent opinion poll by Ipsos MORI showed that almost two-thirds of local residents feel that we have improved the area.” 

And there is more to come, with multi-million pound improvement projects now underway including a £90 million scheme to renew and rename Cruddas Park as Riverside Dene, and a £1.35 million upgrade for nearby Stanhope Street.

“We want local people to enjoy the same life chances as residents in more prosperous parts of Newcastle, and we know there is much more to do,” said Brian Hannah.

“That’s why we are planning a new kind of organisation, Centre West, to keep the focus on improving our area after the Government funding ends next year.”
A new future: Centre West
This week sees Newcastle New Deal for Communities make a new start – changing its name to Centre West to prepare for a new future after its Government money ends. 

“We’ve made a lot of progress – but we’re nowhere near finished yet,” said New Deal’s Chair, Brian Hannah. “We see this as a new beginning – a new kind of organisation, still led by local people and using investments to bring change to the West End.”

“Everything we’ve done has been about working together – with fellow residents as well as partners like the City Council and Bridging NewcastleGateshead. Centre West will keep working with our partners to ensure local people are in the driving seat.”

The future for Centre West includes exciting plans for a landmark eco-friendly building on the site of the old West Road Fire Station, with an emphasis on community, enterprise and commerce.

To find out more about Centre West, call 0191 277 2888.

