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Residents’ vote selects new name for renewed area
Riverside Dene - the brand new name for Newcastle’s Cruddas Park tower blocks - was revealed in dramatic style today as the £31 million first phase of the area’s renewal was launched.

The name was unveiled in style from The Pines tower by abseilers from The Army while VIPs, residents and onlookers watched their display.

Riverside Dene was the overwhelming choice in a community vote, with almost 70% of residents preferring it to the alternatives, Beacon Park and Beacon Dene. 

“We offered a shortlist of three names, any of which we would have been happy to adopt,” said David Slater, Executive Director of Environment & Regeneration at Newcastle City Council. “But when the votes were counted, there was no doubt about the final winner.” 
The launch event marked the formal start of an ambitious programme which aims to transform the famous blocks both inside and out, with a classy new look, stylish double-height entrance halls and elegant apartments with bright interiors.

“It’s by far the biggest revamp since the blocks were built in the 1960s – and we want to show that this is a great place to live,” said David Slater. “The name celebrates the area’s fantastic views and its historical connections with the River Tyne. 

“The Northumbrian word ‘Dene’ highlights its parkland and green spaces – but also remembers the original Cruddas family, who lived in nearby Dene House. The new name will encourage new residents to make their home here, which will help to support better shops and services for everyone.”
Local resident Hassan Abbas, who has lived in the blocks for five years, welcomed the change: “I think it will be nice to have a new name, if we’re going to get more people to come here to live,” he said. “If anyone wants to come and live here, please do – it’s got tons of green land and the community is really nice here too.”

Contractors recently started work on the scheme’s £31 million first phase, which includes complete redevelopment of The Hawthorns, The Larches and The Sycamores over a 21-month period, with flats being made available for rent through Your Homes Newcastle.

Later phases, which could bring the total investment to £90 million, are set to provide homes for sale through the scheme’s private sector partners, Gentoo and Bellway Homes. 

The scheme is backed by Newcastle City Council, Bridging NewcastleGateshead, Your Homes Newcastle and New Deal for Communities, as well as private sector partners Gentoo, Bellway and Wates Living Space.

MAIN TEXT ENDS
For further information about this press release contact Ben Landon at Newcastle New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2879. 
A NEW NAME FOR A NEW START

Local people were asked to choose their area’s new name from a shortlist of three options. These were the three choices – and a few of the things that inspired them:

Beacon Park
The towers are famous landmarks which can be seen from almost every area of Newcastle and beyond. Their redevelopment will transform their appearance on the skyline, and the new lighting features will mean that the towers will shine across the area like a beacon. 

By putting together Beacon with the word ‘Park’, we are respecting and remembering the area’s history, while also describing the new, landscaped greenery that will be a welcome feature for residents and visitors alike.

Riverside Dene
This area enjoys fantastic views, partly because it is so close to the River Tyne, one of Newcastle’s most famous landmarks. What makes the area even more special is its parkland and green spaces. 

The Northumbrian word ‘Dene’ is added to the name as it describes the area’s natural landscape.

Beacon Dene
By using the word ‘Beacon’, we can put the area on the map for all the right reasons. The name refers to both the towers and the future vision for the area, and sums up the exciting changes which are taking place.

The word ‘Dene’ also provides a link to the past as the original Cruddas family lived in nearby Dene House.
RIVERSIDE DENE: KEY FACTS

· Multimillion investment to create high-quality refurbishment of ten tower blocks

· Preliminary work started in March 2008

· First three blocks – Hawthorns, Larches & Sycamores – now underway

· Complete internal redevelopment of ten blocks

· A new look for all the blocks – including Cruddas Park House

· New features including a new communal gardens, public art and better parking provision

· Five blocks retained for rent through Your Homes Newcastle
· Five blocks with flats made available to buy
· Green measures, possibly including a more efficient district heating system

· Transformation of the area’s shopping facilities
· More choice in size of flats

· Backed by Newcastle City Council, Bridging NewcastleGateshead, Your Homes Newcastle and New Deal for Communities, as well as private sector partners Gentoo, Bellway Homes and Wates Living Space.
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