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ELSWICK POOL REVAMP BEGINS 



£1m to modernise facilities 

How’s this for splashing out - a £1 million revamp for one of the city’s pools is now underway. 

Newcastle City Council has taken the plunge and started work on a major programme of improvements for Elswick Pool, in the city’s West End. 

Outdated facilities including showers, toilets and changing rooms will be replaced and a new staircase and lift introduced. But the most exciting addition will be a modern health and fitness suite, which the Council hopes will point the way to a fitter future for local people. 

New Deal for Communities has contributed £100,000 to the project, with the Arts and Culture Trust also supporting the scheme.  

“As well as the ground floor refurbishments, the renovation will include one of our Impulse fitness suites,” said Keith Balmain, of Leisure Services. 

“This will be the same kind of quality facility that has become our standard across the city – but right in the heart of the West End! 

“The new and improved Elswick Pool will be affordable, accessible and fun, with great benefit to local people and the wider community. 

“Among our plans will be to offer leisure industry training for young people, in partnership with New Deal for Communities; introduce GP referrals and tackle health issues such as obesity. Above all it will complement other recent initiatives in the area and perhaps show the way for future projects.”

Other facilities will include an activity/study room and the project will make the building compliant with the Disability Discrimination Act.
Brian Hannah, Chair of New Deal for Communities, said: “Improving people’s health and leisure opportunities has always been among our core objectives for the West End. Investing in the City Council’s vision for the new Elswick Pool makes perfect sense for us because we’ve already invested heavily in the surrounding area - transforming both Elswick Park and the West End Women and Girls’ Centre on Elswick Road. I’m sure local people will take great pleasure from these first-class facilities and enjoy a range of concessions as well.”
The work is expected to take 24 weeks and reopen in August.     
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