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A new landmark for Newcastle’s West End 

An ex-fire station in Newcastle’s West End is in line for a £6m makeover to become the driving force of its community.  

Plans to convert the former West Road fire station into a landmark focussing on enterprise, community, and the environment, have been approved by Newcastle City Council. 

New Deal for Communities and Groundwork (South Tyneside & Newcastle) saw off a number of rival bids with their vision for a three-storey development, with business units and job opportunities alongside banqueting and conferencing facilities.  

The City Council’s Executive was impressed with the partnership’s commitment to the wider community, offering a range of services and opportunities for local enterprise.   

The eco-friendly development will include a restaurant and artisans’ mall, as well as a walkway with a removable roof to make space for seasonal markets.  

“This can be a great opportunity for the West End’s future, one that will help generate an income for our community, once our Government funding has ended in 2010,” said Brian Hannah, Chair of New Deal for Communities. 

 “Our aim is to develop an iconic building to create jobs, bring people into the area and show the world that the West End is open for business. This can be a truly groundbreaking building, a focal point for our multi-talented, multi-racial community.      

“We are keen to talk with the other bidders to see if they can add something extra to our plans, helping to provide the best possible solutions for the community. And in Groundwork we have a partner whose values and desire to see the community prosper matches our own.” 
The scheme will aim for high environmental standards, building on the success of Groundwork’s EcoCentre in Hebburn, which has won a string of awards for sustainability. 

“This is a hugely exciting project, for local people, for the economy and for the environment,” said Lionel Hehir of Groundwork. 

“It can be a real beacon for the challenges of the 21st century, with a low carbon footprint.”

A ground floor brasserie will set the tone for the exciting mixed-use development, with a quality restaurant attracting visitors to the area as well as providing training and job opportunities locally. 
Business incubation units will offer reduced rent periods to help fledgling enterprises get started, and a recruitment service will help residents into training, learning and work placements. 

The colourful artisans’ market will showcase local creative talent in areas such as fashion, jewellery and arts and crafts. 

Meanwhile, the new banqueting hall will be equipped to host cultural activities, community functions and conferences. 
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KEY FEATURES 
· Landmark three-storey building with full colour spectrum representing the cultural richness of the local community
· Mixed use development with facilities for enterprise, culture and community
· Quality materials, high level of environmental sustainability and low carbon footprint
· 55,000 square feet
· Business incubation units for new start-ups, plus office space and workshops
· Brasserie and restaurant to attract visitors, creating jobs and training opportunities
· Artisan’s mall with craft retail/workshop space unique in the city
· Removable roof over walkway for seasonal and cultural markets
· Banqueting hall for conferences, weddings and community functions
ABOUT THE PARTNERSHIP
· New Deal for Communities (Newcastle) Ltd is directly led by local people working in partnership with local agencies
· New Deal has supported over 100 local projects, helping to cut crime by 38%, helping over 1,300 local people into jobs and improving over 2,000 local homes 

· The company has already refurbished four local properties

· Groundwork (South Tyneside and Newcastle) has won a string of awards for the EcoCentre, its Hebburn base, which opened in 1996

· The EcoCentre reused bricks from a demolished factory, an aluminium roof smelted from old drinks cans, wood from farmed forests and woollen carpets. Electricity is generated by a wind turbine and photovoltaic display, while high quality insulation prevents loss of heat
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