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Ambitious project for the heart of Arthur’s Hill   
Work to revitalise a popular West End shopping street with a £1.35m package of improvements has started.   
Stanhope Street, in the heart of Arthur’s Hill, is a popular destination for shoppers seeking something a little out of the ordinary, such as colourful clothes and jewellery and exotic take away food.  

Now an ambitious scheme has been launched to build on that reputation, with a range of traffic improvements and creative additions to the street scene. 

Contractors are hard at work on practical measures to ease congestion, including new parking bays to keep junctions clear, raised zebra crossings and road resurfacing.   

And traders are already beginning to visualise the project, which is funded by New Deal for Communities, as part of its Neighbourhood Improvement Programme, and being delivered in partnership with Newcastle City Council.     

“I’m delighted, it’s going to be a big improvement and they seem to be making good progress,” said Mumtaz Sanam, of Sanam Travel.  

“I’ve been here since 1982 and I’m all in favour. I think this scheme will make it easier for people to shop here and some of the work is going to be very imaginative.”
The roadworks will be complemented by the introduction of two pockets parks on Dilston Road, bespoke artworks designed in consultation with a public artist, and new street furniture including planters, benches, railings and cycle storage.     

“What’s special about Stanhope Street is the variety of items on offer and the friendliness of the welcome,” said Brian Hannah, a resident and chairman of New Deal for Communities. 

“It’s pleasant, convenient, and offers something very different to the city centre. 
“This project has been years in planning and it’s very exciting to see the workmen on site. I am confident the street will become an even more exciting place for people to live, work and shop.” 
The scheme, set for completion in the autumn, is the latest in a string of projects that are breathing new life into the city’s West End. A ten-year facelift programme for residential streets around Arthur’s Hill is ongoing, while the redevelopment of Cruddas Park is also underway.  
CAPTION: New Deal’s Brian Hannah with local trader Mumtaz Sanam
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Building the new West End

A bit about Newcastle New Deal for Communities

A transformation is underway in the West End of Newcastle. Local projects are helping to crack down on crime, improve our schools and create jobs for local people; other schemes are tackling health issues, improving our homes and making the area more attractive.

It’s all part of Newcastle New Deal for Communities – an ambitious Government-funded community-led programme which is changing the face of the West End.

But this is no ordinary Government programme. At the heart of New Deal for Communities you will find local residents taking the lead in changing our community’s life for the better. Building the future in Arthur’s Hill, Cruddas Park, Rye Hill and Elswick.

Extra police and community safety measures have helped to cut crime by 38% since New Deal started work in 2000.

A string of employment schemes have helped over 1200 residents into jobs, with new projects like People Acumen and Newcastle Home Care Associates set to offer more job opportunities.  

Over 2000 West End homes have benefited from improvements, with a major facelift now underway through the Neighbourhood Renewal Area in Arthur’s Hill and Elswick Triangle, as well as the neighbouring Wingrove terraces.

These improvements follow successful housing projects which reduced the number of boarded-up private properties in the area has reduced from over 100 to just a handful, while ambitious plans are in the pipeline for refurbishment of  Cruddas Park.

Improvements to Nunsmoor Park have now been followed by a £680,000 transformation of historic Elswick Park, while schemes like the Hat-Trick project are helping residents towards a healthier lifestyle.

Meanwhile, education projects like Planet Plus, which helps young people get back into education, are helping to raise attainment standards.

New Deal for Communities belongs to local people – and everyone has their part to play in making our area a better place to live. To find out how you can help to build the West End of the future, contact New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2888.
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