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Multi-million Cruddas Park renewal scheme starts on site
Work has started on the transformation of some of Newcastle’s best known tower blocks. Work is now underway on the £31 million first phase of an ambitious renewal programme for Cruddas Park in the city’s West End.
“This is a major step forward in the West End’s regeneration,” said David Slater, Executive Director for Environment & Regeneration at Newcastle City Council. “The blocks will be a great place to live, with stunning views and green spaces – and all within walking distance of the city centre.”

The scheme, which is expected to bring up to £90 million into the area over six years, has been welcomed by residents. “I’m looking forward to the new internal features,” said Amanda Shaw of the Cruddas Park Tower Blocks Tenants’ Association. “Things like double glazing and better heating will be a real benefit to tenants, and attracting new people into our community will help to support better shops and services.”
The project will be the area’s biggest revamp since the towers were built in the 1960s. Project leaders are planning a classy new look both inside and outside the towers, with stylish double-height entrance halls, new landscaping and lighting features atop each of the blocks.
Elegant projecting windows will maximise space and views, as well as meaning better insulation and more sunlight. And every block will include space for community use, to be chosen by residents.

Other key features include communal gardens and a wildlife corridor, while the project team are studying options for a green and more efficient heating system.
The first phase will see three of the blocks – The Hawthorns, The Larches and The Sycamores – redeveloped over a 21-month period, with fully refurbished flats made available for rent through Your Homes Newcastle. Later phases are aimed at providing homes for sale through the scheme’s private sector partners, Gentoo and Bellway Homes.

The scheme is backed by Newcastle City Council, Bridging NewcastleGateshead, Your Homes Newcastle and New Deal for Communities, as well as private sector partners Gentoo, Bellway Homes and Wates Living Space.








MAIN TEXT ENDS

CRUDDAS PARK REGENERATION: KEY FACTS
· Multimillion investment over six years to create high-quality refurbishment of ten tower blocks
· Preliminary work started in March 2008

· First three blocks – Hawthorns, Larches & Sycamores – now underway
· Complete internal redevelopment of ten blocks

· A new look for all the blocks – including Cruddas Park House

· New features including a nature corridor, landscaped communal gardens, new footpaths and public art and better parking provision

· Five blocks retained by City Council for rent
· Five blocks improved for sale for home ownership
· Green measures, possibly including a more efficient district heating system
· Transformation of the shopping centre

· More choice in size of flats

· Backed by Newcastle City Council, Bridging NewcastleGateshead, Your Homes Newcastle and New Deal for Communities, as well as private sector partners Gentoo, Bellway Homes and Wates Living Space.

Further information about this release is available from Ben Landon at Newcastle New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2879.












