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Residents to make a clean sweep
Local people are getting swept along with a massive clean-up campaign in their area.       
A week of environmental action and enforcement begins next Monday (23 February), when The Big Clean-up hits the streets of the Jubilee estate in 
Elswick. 

Scores of residents are expected to help blitz roads, pathways, walls, gardens and green spaces, alongside staff from Newcastle City Council, Northumbria Police, Your Homes Newcastle, New Deal for Communities, Groundwork, Two Castles Housing Association and the Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service. 

And there’s already been a flurry of activity, with some venturing out in this week’s blizzard to walk around the area and discuss final preparations with the project taskforce.  
Gillian Reed of New Deal for Communities, said: “The idea of this action week is to bring everyone in the community together to give the area a really good clean, resolve some local issues and make the area a more inviting, more enjoyable place in which to live.  

“All sorts of organisations are onboard so you’ll see wardens, junior wardens, police, firefighters and Council staff buzzing about all week. We’ll have some fun along the way too with a range of activities taking place.   

“But the important thing is that once this week has come and gone, local people continue to take responsibility for the upkeep of the area. All these organisations will be only too happy to help. So let’s get the area thoroughly tidied and keep it that way!”

Special collections will remove large items of household waste from people’s gardens on a designated day, and young volunteers from the area’s Junior Wardens teams and The Prince’s Trust will also be rolling up their sleeves. 

Food, refreshments, and activities for children will be on offer from a marquee and multi-use games area on Jubilee Field throughout the week. 
Other improvements will include the offer of fire safety checks and free carbon monoxide (CO) detectors to keep residents safe from poisonous emissions at home, as part of an initiative between the fire service and New Deal for Communities. 
 “Our aim is to create safer communities and initiatives like this are a great way to educate people about the dangers of fire, how to avoid them and what to do if a fire does break out,” said Watch Manager, Karen Soady, from Tyne and Wear Fire and Rescue Service.  

“Working with the neighbourhood response teams to clean up the area will also help us spread important messages about the dangers of fly tipping and other antisocial behaviour that can lead to fire setting.”
Leaflets are being delivered to homes in the area, advising people how and when to get involved and featuring a schedule for the collection of white goods (e.g fridges and freezers) and large items of household waste.   
“Here’s our chance to work as a community,” said resident Tammy Matthews, 23. “I’m sure that lots of people will be out to lend a hand.”
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