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New help for victims and survivors of domestic violence
Agencies working together to tackle domestic violence are taking part in a special forum in Newcastle’s West End.  

Support workers from 14 different agencies will sit down to discuss ways of refining and coordinating their partnership approach for the area, with a focus on raising awareness of domestic violence issues, encouraging policy development and supporting staff who work directly with survivors and their families. 

The forum has been initiated by The Safe Project - a new project set up by New Deal for Communities and the City Council to tackle domestic violence and provide support for its victims.   

“Domestic violence is an issue for all communities across the country but no single agency can address these issues alone,” said Natasha Rattu, Community Safety Officer of The Safe Project. 

“Multi-agency relationships are so important when it comes to making sure that the right level of support is provided for victims and survivors.
“This forum has been developed to ensure a coordinated response is given to address domestic violence; it is the first of its kind in the West End and will provide a valuable opportunity to build on the excellent work already taking place in the area.”

Northumbria Police, Sure Start and local organisations will be among those taking part in the forum, which will hold its first session on Tuesday 27 January, at the West End Women and Girls’ Centre, on Elswick Road. 
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Building the new West End

A bit about Newcastle New Deal for Communities

A transformation is underway in the West End of Newcastle. Local projects are helping to crack down on crime, improve our schools and create jobs for local people; other schemes are tackling health issues, improving our homes and making the area more attractive.

It’s all part of Newcastle New Deal for Communities – an ambitious Government-funded community-led programme which is changing the face of the West End.

But this is no ordinary Government programme. At the heart of New Deal for Communities you will find local residents taking the lead in changing our community’s life for the better. Building the future in Arthur’s Hill, Cruddas Park, Rye Hill and Elswick.

Extra police and community safety measures have helped to cut crime by 38% since New Deal started work in 2000.

A string of employment schemes have helped over 1200 residents into jobs, with new projects like People Acumen and Newcastle Home Care Associates set to offer more job opportunities.  

Over 2000 West End homes have benefited from improvements, with a major facelift now underway through the Neighbourhood Renewal Area in Arthur’s Hill and Elswick Triangle, as well as the neighbouring Wingrove terraces.

These improvements follow successful housing projects which reduced the number of boarded-up private properties in the area has reduced from over 100 to just a handful, while ambitious plans are in the pipeline for refurbishment of  Cruddas Park.

Improvements to Nunsmoor Park have now been followed by a £680,000 transformation of historic Elswick Park, while schemes like the Hat-Trick project are helping residents towards a healthier lifestyle.

Meanwhile, education projects like Planet Plus, which helps young people get back into education, are helping to raise attainment standards.

New Deal for Communities belongs to local people – and everyone has their part to play in making our area a better place to live. To find out how you can help to build the West End of the future, contact New Deal for Communities on 0191 277 2888.
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